
Elaine Ginnold is the Marin County 
Registrar of Voters

Darcy Goddard
Legal Director for the ACLU of Utah

Paul Grant
Attorney in Private Practice, defendant 
in Meyer v. Grant case

Mike Gravel is a former presidential 
candidate. He served as a U.S. 
Senator from Alaska for two terms. 
He founded and served as president 
of The Democracy Foundation, 
Philadelphia II, and Direct Democracy, 
nonprofit corporations dedicated to 

the establishment of direct democracy in the United 
States through the enactment of the National Initiative for 
Democracy by American voters.

Robert Greene is a Los Angeles Times 
editorial writer covering California 
and Los Angeles government, politics, 
policy and law. Greene previously was 
a staff writer for the L.A. Weekly and 
a reporter and associate editor for the 
Metropolitan News‐Enterprise. Prior to 

becoming a journalist, he was an attorney in Los Angeles. 
He is a resident of Highland Park and a graduate of USC 
and Georgetown University Law School.

Greg Greenway
Executive Director, Threshold 2009

Joseph Grodin
Former Justice, California Supreme Ct, 
Professor UC Hastings Law

Andreas Gross is a leading member 
of the Swiss Federal Parliament (since 
1991) and the Parlamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe (since 1995). 
He directes the Scientific Institute 
on Direct Demoracy in St.Ursanne/
Switzerland and teaches political science 

at several German Universities. He is the author of many 
books on Direct Democracy and European integration and 
is commenting on current affairs in newspapers, radio and 
tv almost daily.  He ist he Research Director at the Initiative 
and Referendum Institute Europe. 

Gerald Häfner has been member 
of the German Bundestag for more 
than a decade before being elected 
to the European Parliament in 2009. 
He is a member of the Constitutional 
Committee and the Petition Committee 
and leads the current implementation 

work on the European Citizens’ Initiative. He is the 
co‐founder of the German Direct Democracy NGO 
“More Democracy” and Councillor of the Initiative and 
Referendum Institute Europe.

Jane Hamsher is the founder and 
publisher of Firedoglake.com, a leading 
progressive blog. Her work has also 
appeared on The Daily Beast, The 
Huffington Post, AlterNet, The Nation, 
and The American Prospect. She has 
appeared on CNN, MSNBC, MSNBC’s 

The Rachel Maddow Show, Al Jazeera, PBS, and the 
BBC. She is the author of the best‐selling book Killer 
Instinct, and she has produced such films as Natural Born 
Killers and Permanent Midnight.  Jane currently lives in 
Washington, D.C.



James Harrison is a partner at Remcho, 
Johansen & Purcell. Mr. Harrison has 
been involved in drafting numerous 
ballot measures, including Proposition 
10, Proposition 26, Proposition 71, 
Proposition 82, Proposition 87, and 
Proposition 93. He served as general 

counsel to the California Institute for Regenerative 
Medicine, the stem cell agency which was established by 
Proposition 71, from January 2005 through March 2007, 
and he continues to serve as special counsel to the agency.

Rick Hasen is the William H. Hannon 
Distinguished Professor of Law at Loyola 
Law School in Los Angeles. He also 
writes the widely read Election law blog.

Tom Hayden is a former California 
State Senator and founding member of 
the Students for a Democratic Society.  
He is a leading voice for ending the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, erasing 
sweatshops, saving the environment, 
and reforming politics through greater 

citizen participation through over forty years of activism, 
politics and writing

Allison Hayward is the Vice President 
of Policy for the Center for Competitive 
Politics. She writes widely on election 
law topics and has been published in a 
variety of law journals and magazines. 
She held the position of Assistant 
Professor of Law at George Mason 

University School of Law from 2006 to 2010. Hayward has 
taught constitutional law, election law, ethics, and civil 
procedure. She was an associate at Wiley, Rein & Fielding 
in Washington, D.C. and Of Counsel at Bell, McAndrews 
& Hiltachk in Sacramento, California. Hayward was also 
Counsel to Commissioner Bradley A. Smith of the Federal 
Election Commission

Bob Hertzberg is the Co‐Chair of 
California Forward and former Assembly 
Speaker

Steven Hill is a writer, columnist and 
political professional with two decades 
of experience in politics. Mr. Hill is 
the author, most recently, of Europe’s 
Promise: Why the European Way Is 
the Best Hope for an Insecure Age. 
His previous books include 10 Steps 

to Repair American Democracy and Fixing Elections: The 
Failure of America’s Winner Take All Politics. Mr. Hill has 
appeared on international, national and local radio and 
television programs, and has lectured widely in the United 
States and Europe. 

Cyd Ho has been a member of the 
Hong Kong Legislative Council since 
1998 and is one of the leading figure 
in the civil society and democracy 
movement of the former UK colony, 
which now belongs as a special polity 
to China. In 2005 Ho started the Project 

Civil Referendum, and launched a territorial wide civil 
referendum in 2007 for people to vote and voice their 
choice of Chief Executive, when the political system in 
Hong Kong allows only 800 members of the Electoral 
College to exercise this political privilege. 

Brandon Holmes 
Director of Policy & Advocacy Programs 
for Citizens in Charge Foundation

Brandon is the Director of Policy 
Development for Citizens In Charge 
Foundation. He has experience in 

grassroots organizing and communication from both 
private industry and non‐profit work. Prior to joining 
Citizens in Charge Foundation in early 2008, he worked 
to connect constituents with legislators as a Grassroots 
Communications Specialist with the consulting firm Direct 
Impact.



Teh-Fu Huang is President of the Taiwan 
Foundation for Democracy and has 
been member of the Taiwan National 
Assembly. He served as Minister at 
the National Youth Commission and 
President of the Political Science 
Association. Huang is Professor at the 

Department of Social and Public Affairs, Taipei Municipal 
University of Education

Roman Huber is Executive Director at 
the German Direct Democracy NGO 
More Democracy, which has more 
than 5000 members nationwide. He 
has a background as entrepreneur and 
political campaigner.  Huber lives in 
Munich/Germany.

Bettina Inclan
Bettina is a communications and 
political strategist with vast knowledge 
in coalition building. She has built 
numerous effective grassroots 
campaigns for causes and candidates 
around the country.

Most currently she served as the Press Secretary for the 
Steve Poizner for Governor of California campaign.
Prior to that Bettina served as the Communications and 
Outreach Director for Citizens In Charge Foundation. 

Paul Jacob, a leading national figure on 
initiative & referendum, is President 
of Citizens in Charge Foundation, and 
also writes the daily opinion column 
Common Sense. He is an activist and 
defender of citizen initiative rights, 
having helped organize 100s petition 

drives in 47 states and been a party to dozens of lawsuits 
seeking to protect the initiative process. Additionally, 
during the 90s Paul led the U.S. Term Limits effort.

Rick Jacobs is Chair and Founder of 
the Courage Campaign, an online 
organizing network that empowers 
more than 700,000 grassroots and 
netroots activists to push for progressive 
change and full equality in California 
and across the country.  Rick chaired 

Howard Dean’s presidential campaign in California and 
served as Senior Advisor to Democracy for America. He 
also co‐founded Brave New Films and served two terms 
as a director of the Liberty Hill Foundation. Rick is also a 
featured contributor to HuffingtonPost.com. Rick has a 
long background as an investor and senior executive.

David Jung
UC Hastings Professor of Law, Director, 
Center for State and Local Government 
Law

Shana Kaiser has been with the Electoral 
Processes Global Programme at the 
International Institute for Democracy 
and Electoral Assistance (International 
IDEA) since 2008.  Her work there 
focuses on participatory democracy, 
electoral justice and election‐related 

conflict.  Prior to working with International IDEA Shana 
was a guest lecturer with the Swedish Military Academy 
and worked with the Disaster Relief Monitoring Unit of the 
Sri Lanka Human Rights Commission where she conducted 
a study on NGO accountability to citizens in post‐
tsunami housing projects. Shana has a Masters in (Social) 
Environmental Studies from York University, Toronto.

Rob Kampia
Co-founder and Executive Director of the 
Marijuana Policy Project

Bruno Kaufmann is President of the 
Initiative and Referendum Institute 
Europe and Broadcast journalist covering 
international affairs. He has worked with 
democracy, conflict and development 
issues since the mid‐1980s and serves 
an expert for  the European Union, the 

German Parliament, the Council of Europe, The European 
Social and Economic Committee, International IDEA, UNDP and 
democracy‐supporting organizations across Asia. Kaufmann 
has authored and edited numerous books on modern direct 
democracy including the Guidebook to Direct Democracy, 



which has been published in nine languages and the Initiative 
for Europe  handbook series on the emergence of European 
citizens’ initiative. In 2008 he was the co‐founder of the Global 
Forum on Modern Direct Democracy, which have had plenary 
sessions in Aarau/Switzerland (2008) and Seoul/Korea (2009). 
He is Co‐President of the 2010 Global Forum Host Committee. 

Eugene Kim is the cofounder and 
principal of Blue Oxen Associates. 
Eugene’s research centers on identifying 
patterns of high‐performance 
collaboration across different domains 
and in catalyzing collaboration in 
large networks. He has developed 

collaborative strategies for a number of organizations.  
Past clients have included NASA, Institute for International 
Education, Socialtext, and the Wikimedia Foundation.

Jane Kim is currently the President of 
the San Francisco Board of Education 
and a civil rights attorney at Lawyers 
Committee for Civil Rights of the San 
Francisco Bay Area. In her grassroots 
campaign for the Board of Education, 
Jane was the highest citywide vote‐

getter, becoming the first Korean‐American elected official 
in San Francisco. 

Kelly Kimball
Co-Founder, Kimball Petition 
Management, and eGovernment 
Entrepreneur

Dan Kolkey
Former Associate Justice for California 
Court of Appeal and Former Counsel to 
Governor Wilson

Thad Kousser, a political science 
professor at UC San Diego, researches 
legislative politics, policymaking, and 
political regulation. He is an expert in 
the areas of comparative American 
state politics, elections and campaigns, 

as well as California politics. Kousser has written on 
topics including term limits, legislative professionalism, 
reapportionment, campaign finance laws, the blanket 
primary, the recall, health care policy, and European 
Parliament elections.

Jens Kuhlemann, born in 1970 in Verden 
(Germany). Study of history, German 
language and literature studies, political 
science, and ethnology in Göttingen 
and Johannesburg (Republic of South 
Africa), private stay for study reasons 
in Cambridge (England). 1999‐2001 

research associate and 2004 associate lecturer at the 
University of Jena, Department of Modern History. 2005 
Dr. phil. with a dissertation on former National Socialists 
in East German government bodies. 2006/07 associate 
of the Historical Commission of the German Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 2007 associate lecturer at the University 
of Lüneburg. 2008/10 member of the board of Mehr 
Demokratie, a German association for the advancement of 
direct democracy.

Ross LaJeunesse is Head of Public Policy 
and Government Affairs for Google Inc. 
in Asia.  He oversees the company’s 
relationships with governments and 
policymakers throughout the Asia Pacific 
region, and advises Google on data 
security, internet privacy, free speech 

and numerous other issues affecting the company’s 
operations and products. Before joining Google, 
LaJeunesse served as Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior 
Advisor to California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

George Lakoff is Professor of Linguistics 
at the University of California, Berkeley. 
He previously taught at Harvard 
University and the University of 
Michigan. Dr. Lakoff has published a 
multitude of articles in major scholarly 
journals and edited volumes. He is the 

author of the influential book, MORAL POLITICS: HOW 
LIBERALS AND CONSERVATIVES THINK (Second Edition, 
2002). He is author of the California Democracy Act, a 
proposed initiative to end minority rule in the state.



David R. Langdon has a national First 
Amendment, nonprofit and political law 
practice based in Ohio. He has litigated 
hundreds of election and campaign 
finance law cases throughout the 
country, with a particular emphasis on 
initiative and referendum and ballot 

access issues. He also advises nonprofit public policy 
and political organizations on complex tax and campaign 
finance regulatory issues.

Jung-Ok Lee is the Chair of the 
International Cooperation Committee at 
the Korea Democracy Foundation. She 
was the Co‐President of the 2009 Global 
Forum on Modern Direct Democracy 
and is Professor of Sociology at the 
Catholic University of Daegu. Lee is a 

leading person of Asian‐wide democracy networks and 
has been a visiting scholar at Waseda University in Japan 
and Harvard University in the US. She has authored many 
books and does political media commentaries on a daily 
basis.  

Richard Lee is founder and president of 
the first cannabis college in the United 
States, Oaksterdam University. In 2008 
he funded the startup of the monthly 
magazine West Coast Cannabis, current 
circulation 30,000. Since 2005, Lee has 
been serving on the City of Oakland 

Cannabis Regulation and Revenue Ordinance Commission, 
which was created after Measure Z, which he backed, 
passed with 65% of the vote 2004.

Ethan J. Leib is a professor at the 
University Of California Hastings College 
of the Law. He received his B.A., M.A., 
and Ph.D. from Yale University, his J.D. 
from Yale Law School, and a M.Phil. 
from Cambridge University in England. 
After graduating from law school, Leib 

clerked for Chief Judge John M. Walker, Jr., of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. Before 
arriving at Hastings, Leib litigated at Debevoise & Plimpton 
LLP, in New York City. Leib is currently a visiting professor 
at Brooklyn Law School.

David Lesher is Associate Director, 
Government Affairs at PPIC and is 
based in PPIC’s Sacramento Center. 
Previously, he directed the New America 
Foundation’s California Program, which 
sponsors a wide range of research, 
writing, and events on issues of critical 

importance to the future of California.

Jonathan Lin is Deputy Director of 
International Cooperation Department, 
Taiwan Foundation for Democracy and 
Assistant Professor, National Technology 
University of Taipei.  He is a Doctor of 
Public Administration from the University 
of La Verne, La Verne in California.

Mark Linder is the Director of Parks & 
Recreation for the City Of Cupertino, CA

Alicia Lissidini is a professor in the 
School of Politics and Government at 
the Universidad Nacional de San Martín 
in Argentina.

Bailey Ludlam is a Senior Writer for 
Ballotpedia

Carla Marinucci is the award‐winning 
senior political writer for the San 
Francisco Chronicle, where she has 
covered national and state politics for 
the paper since 1996.Marinucci has 
covered four presidential elections, 
three California gubernatorial elections 

and the historic recall, both on the road and from 
San Francisco. She has reported from Democratic and 
Republican national conventions, presidential debates, 



caucuses and primaries in Iowa, New Hampshire, Texas, 
Nevada and numerous other states. Marinucci is a regular 
political analyst on KQED (public television) “This Week 
in Northern California,” KTVU (Fox News) “Mornings on 
Two,” and has also appeared on CNN’s “Inside Politics,” 
CNN’s “Headline News,”MSNBC’s “Hardball” with Chris 
Matthews, and “Oprah” with Oprah Winfrey.

Michael Marubio
Verafirma

Joel Marsden, Writer‐Producer‐Director, 
collaborated with global democracy 
activists in 190 countries and territories 
for the award‐winning documentary 
film “WORLD VOTE NOW.”  Joel was 
elected as co‐president of the Global 
Referendum Commission at the recent 

World People´s Conference in Bolivia where Evo Morales 
and 35,000 members of international civil society called 
for the immediate holding of a Global Referendum.

Susan Nevelow Mart is a UC Hastings 
Adjunct Professor and Reference Librarian. 
She received her B.A. in anthropology 
from UC Santa Cruz, her J.D. from Boalt 
Hall School of Law, and her M.L.I.S. from 
San Jose State University.

Joe Mathews is co‐President of the 
2010 Global Forum on Modern Direct 
Democracy and Irvine senior fellow 
at the New America Foundation. 
He is a Los Angeles‐based journalist 
and co‐author of California Crackup: 
How Reform Broke the Golden State 

and How We Can Fix It (2010). His previous book was 
The People’s Machine: Arnold Schwarzenegger and the 
Rise of Blockbuster Democracy (2006). Joe serves as a 
contributing writer at the Los Angeles Times, as lead 
blogger for NBC’s Prop Zero, and as a columnist for The 
Daily Beast. His work appears in the Washington Post, 
the New Republic, The American Prospect, Politico, the 

Scientific American, Los Angeles magazine, and Fox & 
Hounds Daily.

John Matsusaka is the Charles F. Sexton 
Chair in American Enterprise in the 
Marshall School of Business, Gould 
School of Law, and  Department of 
Political Science at the  University of 
Southern California, and President of 
the  Initiative and Referendum Institute 

at USC. He is the author of For the Many or the Few: The 
Initiative, Public Policy, and American Democracy.

Dr. David McCuan, a professor of 
Political Science at Sonoma State, is 
an expert in state and local politics. 
He studies the role of the “intiative 
industry” in professionalizing the ballot 
measure process of California. His first 
book, titled The New Politics of Direct 

Democracy (published by CAP Press, Durham, NC), was 
published last year.

Patrick B. McGuigan is editor of 
CapitolBeatOK.com, an online news 
service with offices at the state Capitol 
in Oklahoma City. He is also editor of 
The City Sentinel, a weekly newspaper, 
and capitol editor for Tulsa Today, an 
online newspaper. McGuigan is the 

author of “The Politics of Direct Democracy: Case Studies 
in Popular Decision Making.” McGuigan is former editorial 
page editor for The Oklahoman. For ten years, he was 
editor of the Initiative & Referendum Report, which was 
then the nation’s leading news source on the politics of 
American direct democracy. 

Fernando Mendez is the director of 
the e‐Democracy Centre and a senior 
researcher at the Centre for Research on 
Direct Democracy (c2d). He is also lecturer 
at the University of Zurich and the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology at Zurich 
(ETH). After completing his Masters at 

the LSE, he undertook his doctoral studies at the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy where he completed 
his PhD. Before moving to the University of Zurich he was a 



researcher at the University of Geneva where he also taught on 
the Master’s programme. During 2001 he was a visiting scholar 
at the University of California at Berkeley (at the BRIE center).

Bryan Merica is President of 
ActivateDirect.com, a technology platform 
for political campaigns and candidates. 
Since 2003, Merica’s work in the field of 
political technology focuses on combining 
the latest digital and Internet technologies 
to impact the electoral process. Activate 

Direct and Merica have worked with many dozens of state 
and local ballot measures. Before starting Activate Direct, 
Merica founded and worked with several internet startups in 
the early days of the dot‐ com era.

Timothy F. Mooney is a partner with 
Silver Bullet, and is a nationally respected 
independent political consultant with 
extensive experience working with 
some of America’s most powerful trade 
associations, largest corporations, and 
most recognizable elected officials. His 

experience stretches 14 election cycles and has included 
work in 40 states. Mr. Mooney has extensive and recognized 
talents in lobbying strategies, issues management, 
campaign management, creative use of paid and earned 
media, and grassroots organization and activism.

Dan Morain is a columnist and editorial 
writer for the Sacramento Bee focusing 
on government and politics. He was a 
reporter at the Los Angeles Times for 
27 years, covering each of the three 
branches of state government, including 
the California Supreme Court when Rose 

Bird was chief justice, the Legislature when Willie Brown 
was speaker, and Gov. Gray Davis’ administration. He has 
been writing about initiatives since 1992, with a focus on 
the business of the initiative industry.

John Myers is the Sacramento Bureau 
Chief for KQED Radio. He spent more 
than 15 years as a reporter, anchor, and 
editor in both television and radio news. 
His previous work experience includes 
assignments in commercial and public 

broadcasting, and includes stints in not only in Sacramento, but 
also the Central Coast of California, the Bay Area, and Virginia. 

Ralph Nader is an American attorney, 
author, lecturer, political activist, and 
four‐time candidate for President of the 
United States.

Suresh Nautiyal is a journalist and 
founder of India’s first Green party ‐‐ 
Uttarakhand Parivartan Party (UKPP). 
Since then, discharging duties as 
Member of the top Political Affairs 
Committee and Convener of the 
National & International Affairs of UKPP. 

He is also a member of APGN (Global Greens) Coordinating 
Committee and member of the CGP India NSC. 

VIGO G. (CHIP) NIELSEN, JR. is the 
senior political law partner at Nielsen 
Merksamer, based in the Marin County 
office. He has been actively involved in 
California state politics and government 
for over four decades, having been a 
campaign manager and a political law 

advisor to numerous politicians and government leaders 
as well as having served in senior government positions 
himself, such as being the Chief Administrative Officer 
for the California Assembly, the Assistant Deputy State 
Controller and Chief of Staff to the Lieutenant Governor.

Claudine Nierth is the Co‐Founder 
of the German Omnibus for Direct 
Democracy and Spokeswoman for the 
NGO More Democracy. She is an artist 
and actor. 

Grover G. Norquist is president of 
Americans for Tax Reform, a taxpayer 
advocacy group he founded in 1985 
at President Reagan’s request.  He 
chairs the “Wednesday Meeting,” a 
weekly gathering of more than 150 
elected officials, political activists, and 



movement leaders. He serves on the board of directors of 
the American Conservative Union and the National Rifle 
Association.  He is the author of the 2008 book Leave Us 
Alone – Getting the Government’s Hands Off Our Money, 
Our Guns, Our Lives. 

Krist Novoselic was a founding member 
of the legendary rock band Nirvana. He 
is Chairman of FairVote, an organization 
working to transform our elections to 
achieve universal access to participation, 
a full spectrum of meaningful ballot 
choices and majority rule with fair 

representation for all. Novoselic writes a weekly column 
for the Seattle Weekly On‐Line. Krist also is a member of 
the Washington State Grange.

Eric O’Keefe is chairman and CEO of 
Sam Adams Alliance (SAM), a Chicago‐
based organization that promotes citizen 
activism and government accountability. 
Eric was a founding board member 
of U.S. Term Limits and initiated the 
strategy of running initiative campaigns 

for term limits in 22 states in 1992 and 1994. He is the host 
of the podcast series, Engaging Democracy; and author of 
the book Who Rules America about the Founders’ view of 
representative government and the case for term limits. 
When not promoting political reform, Eric is a private investor 
residing in rural Wisconsin with his wife Leslie Graves.

Ugochukwu Osuagwu is an attorney in 
Abuja, Nigeria, where he is a principal 
at St. Francis Xavier Solicitors and 
Advocates. His work focuses on fighting 
corruption and defending human rights.

Wayne Pacelle is president and CEO of 
The Humane Society of the United States, 
the nation’s largest animal protection 
organization with 11 million members 
and supporters.   In the last decade, 
he has helped to pass more than 500 
new state laws and 25 federal statutes 

to protect animals.  Since 1990, Pacelle has played a role 
in more than 25 successful statewide ballot campaigns.  
Pacelle received his B.A. from Yale University in 1987.

Jennifer Pahlka is Founder, Executive 
Director and Board Chair of Code for 
America, which helps U.S. cities provide 
better web solutions to their citizens. 
After graduating from Yale, she went 
to work in the non‐profit sector, but 
soon found herself in the business‐

to‐business technology media world, running the Game 
Developers Conference.  She spent eight years at CMP 
Media where she led the Game Group, overseeing GDC, 
Game Developer magazine, and Gamasutra.com. Recently, 
she ran the Web 2.0 and Gov 2.0 events for TechWeb, 
in conjunction with O’Reilly Media, and co‐chaired the 
successful Web 2.0 Expo.

Mark Paul, senior scholar and deputy 
director of the California program at the 
New America Foundation, is a leading 
expert on California policy and politics, 
with three decades of varied experience 
as a journalist, policy thinker, and state 
official. He is a co‐author of California 

Crackup: How Reform Broke the Golden State and How It 
Can Be Fixed, (University of California Press, June 2010), 
and is a visiting scholar at the Institute of Governmental 
Studies at UC Berkeley.

Shih-hung Peng is a Research Fellow at 
Research and Development Department 
of the Taiwan Foundation for 
Democracy and Assistant Professor at Yu 
Da University in Taiwan. He is a Doctor 
of Political Science from University of 
South Carolina in Columbia. 

Pete Peterson is executive director of 
the new Davenport Institute for Public 
Engagement and Civic Leadership at 
Pepperdine’s School of Public Policy. 
Pete has co‐created and currently co‐
facilitates the training seminar, “Public 
Engagement: The Vital Leadership 

Skill in Difficult Times” – a program offered to California 
leaders from city planners to regional officials. Pete 
earned his BA in History from George Washington 
University, and his Masters in Public Policy from 
Pepperdine’s School of Public Policy.



Rolf Rauschenbach graduated in 
political science from Universität St. 
Gallen, where he also completed his 
doctoral thesis. He did additional 
studies at Université Catholique de 
Louvain‐la‐Neuve, New York University, 
Institut des études politiques de Paris 

and Universität Basel. He is currently working on a post‐
doctoral research project on direct democracy in Brazil at 
Universidade de São Paulo, where he also lectures. 

Evan Ravitz is the founder of Vote.org

Charles Reilly is a Filmmaker at Vitamin 
Media and Director of the movie 
Democracy 2.0 ‘Have you upgraded 
yet?’ He lives in Bermuda.

Tyrone Reitman is the co‐founder, 
and co‐director of the deliberative 
democracy advocacy organization, 
Healthy Democracy Oregon. Tyrone’s 
background is in political reform work, 
advocating for increased transparency 
and accountability in government and 

the electoral process. In 2009, Tyrone and his colleagues 
successfully lobbied the Oregon Legislature for passage 
of a ‘first‐in‐the‐nation’ law to test a deliberative electoral 
reform called the Citizens’ Initiative Review during the 
2010 general election. He lives in Eugene, Oregon.

Michael Remmert is Head of the 
Council of Europe’s Projects “Forum 
for the Future of Democracy” and 
“Good Governance in the Information 
Society”, working  on democratic 
institutions, public participation and 
e‐governance. He holds a Doctorate in 

Political Science from the University of Freiburg/Germany, 
and was a university lecturer from 1988‐1993. Outside 

his professional activities, Michael is a member of the 
Board of the Global Citizen Foundation (GCF) which aims 
to build an interactive platform for global initiatives that 
address and contribute to finding innovative solutions to 
contemporary global threats and problems. 

Suzann-Viola Renninger is the Editor 
in Chief of the Swiss monthly Magazine 
“Schweizerische Monatshefte”, 
featuring political and cultural issues 
around the world. 

Pál Réti is a journalist. He has a doctoral 
degree in economics. During his career 
he worked as a business reporter, editor, 
and research fellow. He joined HVG, the 
leading Hungarian newsmagazine in 
1989 as an editor; in 2002‐2005 he was 
the paper’s Washington correspondent, 

in 2005‐2009 editor in chief.

Michael Salerno is a clinical professor 
and associate director of the Center 
for State and Local Government Law 
at UC Hastings College of the Law. He 
supervises the Legislation Clinic. After 
graduating law school he worked for 
the California Legislative Counsel. Prior 

to law school, he was a consultant to the California State 
Senate, and in that capacity was a principal drafter of the 
Uniform Determinate Sentencing Act of 1976.

Bob Salladay serves as an editor, 
adviser and writing coach for 
California Watch. He has covered 
California politics and government 
for more than a decade, including 
most recently as a reporter and 
blogger for the Los Angeles Times, 

where he ran the successful Political Muscle blog. His 
coverage has included the 2000 presidential recount, 
the California recall election, the administration of Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, and numerous analytical and 
investigative pieces about the state.



Theo Schiller is one of Germany’s 
most outstanding political writers and 
scholars. He is Professor of Political 
Science at Philipps University Marburg 
and was the University’s Vice‐President. 
Now, he heads the Council of the 
Initiative and Referendum Institute 

Europe and does comparative democracy research across 
the globe. He is also the Director of the Centre for Citizens’ 
Participation and Direct Democracy, which provides the 
only complete database for local initiatives and popular 
votes on substantive issues in Germany (http://www.
forschungsstelle‐direkte‐demokratie.de). 

Adrian Schmid is Director at the 
Swiss National Heritage Foundation 
(Schweizerischer Heimatschutz) and 
one of Switzerland’s most experienced 
campaigners. He has launched and 
coordinated many local, statewide 
and federal initiative and referendum 

campaigns and is the former president of the Lucerne 
Parliament. 

Peter Schrag, who served for 19 years as 
editorial page editor of the Sacramento 
Bee, now writes a weekly column for 
the California Progress Report. He is 
the author of Paradise Lost: California’s 
Experience, America’s Future; California: 
America’s High-Stakes Experiment and, 

most recently, Not Fit for Our Society: Immigration and 
Nativism in America. 

Darien Shanske is an Associate 
Professor with UC Hastings College of 
the Law. He holds a J.D. from Stanford, 
a Ph.D. from U.C. Berkeley in Rhetoric, 
an M.A. from McGill University in 
Philosophy and a B.A. from Columbia 
University. Before law school, he worked 

as a financial consultant to California local governments, 
and, after graduating from law school, he worked as an 
attorney in the public finance department of Sidley Austin 
in San Francisco. Professor Shanske then clerked for Judge 
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